[Long-term results of coronary artery bypass grafting: comparison of angiographic evaluation of internal thoracic artery and saphenous vein grafts].
The long term (10 to 15 years) results of coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) were studied in 20 patients. The duration of follow-up was ranged from 130 to 170 months with mean 146.4 months. Ten out of 20 patients underwent coronary angiography (CAG), which disclosed that the late patency of saphenous vein (SV) grafts was 68.8% (11/16), but 54.5% (6/11) of patent SV grafts showed atherosclerotic changes such as irregularity and localized narrowing. On the other hand, internal thoracic artery (ITA) grafts were all patent without any atherosclerotic luminal changes. We recognized that ITA grafts were superior to SV grafts from an angiographic standpoint of view in the long term in Japan.